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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good morning everyone! My name is Colin MacKay and my pronouns are he/him/his. Today I was asked to present an information literacy tutorial for a undergraduate history course offered here at Acadia. So for the purposes of this presentation, I would like you to imagine you're a first-year History student who has just received their first university research assignment. Today we're going to look at how historians find evidence and how the library can help you move from a research question to credible academic sources. 

A quick note is that we will be using Mentimeter for this presentation, and I would love for you to participate if you are able! You can participate by using your cellphone or laptop and looking up menti.com. I’ll have more details when we get to that part of the presentation, just wanted to warn everyone ahead of time!



Land 
Acknowledgement

We recognize that the place we call home is on the unceded, un-
surrendered ancestral and present-day lands of the Mi’kmaw 
nation called Mi’kma’ki. This land is governed by the treaties of 
Peace and Friendship, first signed by the Mi’kmaq, the 
Wolastoqey, and the British Crown in 1726. These treaties did not 
implicate or affirm the surrender or transfer of land to the British, 
but recognized Mi’kmaq and Wolastoqey title and set the rules 
for what was to be a long-standing relationship between nations. 

We recognize that we are all treaty people and have 
responsibilities to each other and this land and we recognize that 
without action, an acknowledgment is empty. It marks the 
beginning of the work ahead of us, not the end.

We also acknowledge that people of African descent have been in 
Nova Scotia for over 400 years, and we honour and offer 
gratitude to those ancestors of African descent who came before 
us to this land.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I wanted to take a moment to acknowledge that Acadia University is located… 



Learning outcomes

Identify different 
types of 
historical sources

1
Develop effective 
search keywords

2
Use the Library’s 
History Research 
Guide

3
Find books and 
scholarly articles 
through the 
library

4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Whenever I teach, I like students to know where we're headed.

By the end of this session, you should be able to:
Identify different types of historical sources. 
Develop effective search keywords. 
Use the History Research Guide. 
Find books and scholarly articles through the library. 

We're not going to become expert researchers in twenty minutes.
Instead, my goal is that you leave with a few practical tools that you can immediately use on your next assignment.



When you hear the word "history," what sources come to mind?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So, let’s start with a quick question. You can take out your phones or laptops and go to menti.com, and then use the join code 7793 9696 to find this presentation there. I’d like to take maybe 30 seconds to think about what kinds of sources you may use for your history assignments. You can enter as many as you can think of, and you can be as specific or broad as you would like. Take thirty seconds and enter one or two words describing sources historians use.

Allow responses to populate.
Discuss:
Books 
Letters 
Diaries 
Newspapers 
Artifacts 
Journal articles 
Transition:
"What's interesting is that historians rarely rely on just one type of source."




Historical Research 
Begins With Questions
Example Research Question

• Why did ordinary people 
support the Russian Revolution 
of 1917?

Let’s Think

• What evidence might help 
answer this question?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let's look at an example.
Our research question is:
Why did ordinary people support the Russian Revolution?

Before we search for anything, let's think like historians.
What kinds of evidence might help answer that question?
Allow responses.
Possible answers include:
Newspapers 
Diaries 
Letters 
Government records 
Political speeches 
Modern scholarship 

Exactly.
One of the most important research skills isn't searching.
It's thinking about evidence.

Before opening a database, historians ask:
"What evidence would help me answer this question?"
That mindset helps guide every step that follows.



Primary vs Secondary Sources
Primary Sources

• Created during 
the historical 
period

Examples:

• Diary 

• Letter 

• Newspapers

Secondary Sources

• Created later by 
scholars

Examples:

• History books 

• Journal articles

• Peer-reviewed?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The distinction between primary and secondary sources are one of the foundations of historical research. A simple definition of primary sources is that they were created in the historical period you are studying – these can include diaries, letters, newspapers, or even artwork or speeches. Secondary sources are created later, often by scholars, which use primary sources to describe or analyze the event. Some examples of this would be history books, journal articles, or even podcasts and documentaries. However, not all secondary sources are what is called peer-reviewed, meaning that they have been produced by scholars and other scholars (“peers”) have checked it to make sure that it is actually accurate before it got published. A blog post probably hasn’t been peer-reviewed, where a book published by a university press probably has! We will go through a few ways to figure out what is peer-reviewed in this presentation. 
Both are valuable.
It's also important to remember that some communities historically had fewer opportunities to create or preserve records, so historians often need to think critically about whose voices are present—and whose voices may be missing—from the historical record



Building Search Keywords

Research Question

• Why did ordinary people support the 
Russian Revolution of 1917?

Keywords

• Russian Revolution

• Russia 1917

• Popular support

• Political culture

• Public opinion

• World War 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now let's move from the research question to the search process.
Our original question is:
"Why did ordinary people support the Russian Revolution?"
Many students try to search the entire question.
But databases generally work better when we break ideas into key concepts.
For example:
Russian Revolution 
Revolutionary Russia 
Popular support 
Public opinion 
Political culture 
World War One 
Think of keywords as different ways scholars might describe the same topic.
One of the easiest ways to improve your search results is simply generating several alternative terms before you start searching.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So, let’s take a few moments and vote on which search do you think is likely to work best? For this, you can think about entering something into the Google Search bar – which do you think will get you to best results? 

Russian Revolution – too broad
Why did ordinary people support the Russian Revolution? - too many search terms. 
Popular support Russian Revolution – good balance of specific search terms without lots of fluff.

This is a small adjustment, but it often makes a huge difference in finding relevant sources.



The History Research Guide
• Books

• Articles

• Primary Sources

• Citation Help

https://libguides.acadiau.ca/history Check out the History 
Library Guide here!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sometimes it can be daunting to look at the long list of results on Google and figure out where to start, particularly if you need specific primary and secondary sources that are peer-reviewed. 

The History Research Guide acts as a starting point for your research.If you remember one thing from today, remember this page! Our liaison librarians at Acadia have created a bunch of research guides like this one, which is the History Research Guide. These are all accessible through our website or through this QR code. Each has lots of tabs along your left-hand side that give you tips on finding secondary sources, primary sources, and how to write and cite your research assignments. They also include the contact info for the librarian who can help you with each subject. 
One challenge first-year students often face is deciding where to begin.
Research guides help reduce that uncertainty by gathering high-quality resources in one place.
As your liaison librarian, this would often be my first recommendation when meeting with students.


Interview committees love restraint.


https://libguides.acadiau.ca/history


Finding Books
• Title

• Subject

• Availability

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let's talk briefly about books.
Books are often one of the best places to begin historical research because they provide background information and context.
When searching the library catalogue, pay attention to:
The title 
Subject headings 
Availability  
Books help you understand the broader conversation before narrowing your focus.
Many successful research papers begin with a book that helps students orient themselves within a topic.



Finding Scholarly Articles
• Scholarly 

(Peer 
Reviewed)

• Abstract

• Subjects

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Articles serve a different purpose.
While books often provide broad coverage, articles allow scholars to explore specific questions and arguments in depth.
When reviewing an article, pay attention to:
Whether it is scholarly or peer reviewed 
The abstract 
Subject terms 
The abstract is especially helpful because it allows you to quickly determine whether the article is relevant before reading the entire piece.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So, I’m going to ask you all to rank these four potential sources from most credible to least credible. You can join at menti.com and then tap each of the options either in order or you can tap and drag them if you reconsider. Once you are done, click submit. You can also raise your hand and let me know which is the most credible (1) and the order from there. 

Discussion:
What makes a source credible? – a source is credible if it is peer-reviewed, as that means that other scholars have checked and made sure that it is accurate. 
Wikipedia articles can sometimes be credible, but you may need to check. The great thing about Wikipedia is that they include their sources at the bottom of the article, which lets you the reader see what sources were being used and check on it yourself. The History Channel can be accurate as well, but it lacks the same ability for you to verify the information and sometimes the information is sensationalized or dramatized – it is worthwhile to think about it before using it blindly. Blog posts are obviously the least credible because there is often little way to verify the sources of the information. 

The discussion here isn't really about finding one perfect answer.
Instead, it's about asking questions such as:
Who created this source? 
Why was it created? 
What evidence supports its claims? 
Can its information be verified? 
One thing I emphasize to students is that evaluating information is an active process.
Rather than accepting sources at face value, historians ask critical questions about authority, evidence, and context.
This is a skill that extends far beyond university assignments.




Research Help Is Available!
You Are Not Expected To Do This Alone

• Research Consultations

• Library Chat

• Email

• History Research Guide

• Interlibrary Loan

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
One final point.
You are not expected to do this alone.
Research can be challenging, especially during your first year.
The library offers support through:
Research consultations 
Email 
Library chat (Novanet LiveHelp)
Research guides 
Interlibrary Loan 
And I'd like to briefly highlight Interlibrary Loan.
Even if Acadia doesn't own a book or article you need, we can often borrow it from another library.
Many students are surprised by how much material can be accessed through this service.
The most successful students aren't necessarily the ones who know everything.
They're often the ones who know when to ask for help.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let's finish with a quick check-in.
Which of these would you use first when beginning a history paper?
Allow responses.
Excellent.
Notice how many of today's answers connect back to the learning outcomes we discussed at the beginning.
You've identified source types.
You've developed search strategies.
You've explored the History Research Guide.
And you've learned ways to find books and articles.



Questions?

Librarians are available 
for any of your 
research questions

Email us 
refdesk@acadiau.ca 

Visit during office 
hours

Pre-schedule one-on-
one appointments

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you everyone.
I hope this session has helped demonstrate how historians approach research and how the library can support you throughout that process.
I'd be happy to answer any questions about historical research, finding sources, or using library services.

mailto:refdesk@acadiau.ca
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