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This Creative Inquiry project focuses on the distinction between two travel guides that recommended -
“safe” spaces for LGBTQ+ people during the 1970s and 1980s. While the two have a similar purpose, CO n CI u S I O n

they vastly differ in who their target audience is and thus affect the “safe spaces” listed in either guide.
One, titled Bob Damron’s Address Book by Bob Damron, is male-centric, while the other, Gaia’s Guide,
was catered toward women. By digitizing the travel guides from print to digital media, transcribing
them by entering addresses, descriptions, and other information, and geocoding (or locating) these
establishments on a map, one can clearly visualize the apparent differences. Gaia’s Guide has been
noted to show far more intersectionality by including safe spaces for those with disabilities, people of
color, and religious organizations compared to Bob Damron’s Address Book. Furthermore, the
transcription data highlights that Bob Damron’s Address Book frequently centers on bars, restaurants,

As the data indicates, there is a definite variation in which places the address books ater
to, even in Austin, where the dataset is substantially smaller than more “gay-friendly”
cities such as San Francisco or New York. We can clearly see a higher prevalence of Bob
Damron’s Address Book entries in the downtown area of Austin, highlighting the address
book’s priority of bars and clubs. Alternatively, Gaia’s Guide has a high density of
downtown, similar to Bob Damron’s Address Book, but an equally high density in areas
such as the UT Austin campus, and additionally varies across the city in areas aside from
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