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Semantic uncertainty guides the extension of conventions to new referents
Ron Eliava  Anya Jib  Yoav Artzib  Robert Hawkins
aBar-Ilan University, bCornell University, c Princton University

how do new conventions formed for one target generalize to 
novel targets in a highly variable world?
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it depends on nameability, the a priori likelihood that another
speaker will share the same label. We predicted that conventions 
will generalize more strongly for high-nameability targets.
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• did speakers generalize better by aligning their semantic spaces?
   or did they learn to recognize the higher-order nameability of objects?

• do conventions generalize lawfully as a function of similarity?
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it’s my pet 
unicorn ‘Uni’!

look at the 
 ‘uni,’ mommy!

humans are not only able to form new referential conventions 
for familiar objects,   we are also able to extend them to new ones.[1]
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