Gall Things Considered: the Taxonomy of Gall Wasp Parasitoids in Genus Ormyrus
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Parasitic wasps are one of the most species-rich animal groups’
Determining parasitic wasp species is important for understanding
the ecology and evolution of parasitic host associations

Species concepts described based solely on morphology may
contain multiple genetically distinct species

Previous genetic work showed that multiple specimens, all
considered Ormyrus labotus by the existing key?, are actually
multiple different species?

The objective of this research is to identify morphological
differences that can be used to describe all of the new species
that were discovered via genetic techniques
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Two new species of Ormyrus Westwood (Hymenoptera: Ormyridae) from
Cynipidae (Hymenoptera) galls on Silphium L. (Asteraceae: Heliantheae)
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Example Ormyrus sp.

Antennae

What’s Next? Species Description

» Characters delimiting species will be used in future

species descriptions

» Additional discovered species will be analyzed and

compared for delimiting characters
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