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Public Social Sciences and the decolonisation of
European universities

- In recent vyears, different debates over the
problematic of exclusive academic spaces have
arisen over...

« .on the decolonisation of "westernised"
universities and their curricula (Santos 2021,
Grosfoguel 2022, Ndolvu-Gatsheni 2021)...

- ..and on the link between society and science, for
example in public anthropology (Borosfky 2007) or
sociology (Burawoy 2005).

- However, looking at indigenous and community-
based university education processes, we realise
that problem goes beyond that...
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The production of academic knowledge within the
geopolitics of knowledge and epistemic oppression

- Epistemic ogpression “[...] refers to persistent epistemic exclusions that hinder
one’s contribution to knowledge production. Epistemic exclusion, here, will be
understood as an unwarranted infringement on the epistemic agency of
knowers” (Dotson 2014:115)

World scaled by number of documents with authors from each country in Web of Science

2016

« In the context of indigenous knowledge characterised by historical
Epistemicides (Santos 2018) and Internal Colonialism (Gonzalez Casanova 2006)

- Different orders of Epistemic Oppression within the Geopolitics of Knowledge,
structured by an epistemological North-South-Divide (Krotz 1997):

1. Colonial, racial and sexist pre{judices deny subjects the capacity to
articulate knowledge with value for the (Social) Sciences.

2. The unequal landscape of academic knowledge production hinders other
types of knowledge beyond the dominant epistemic system to enter
hegemonic discourses.

3. The epistemological framework of scientific knowledge production
systematically excludes other epistemic lifeways and render their
knowledge as non-knowledge within their discourse.

“The epistemological privilege that modern science grants to itself is thus the 3
result of the destruction of all alternative knowledges that could eventually @_' dcc‘g"a‘l’]ﬂgb_
question such privilege” (Santos 2016:153) emmie R e

« Within this unequal epistemic system, we must situate decolonial discourses _ . _
(Rivera Cusicanqui 2010, Makaran and Gaussens 2020) Alperin (2018) found in Torres Heredia (2021)
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Methodology

- Institutional Ethnography (Smith 2005) and Comunal
Research Methodology.

- Document analysis, interviews, informal discussions and
participatory observation.

« 2 weeks in Guelatao de Juarez, Sierra Norte, Oaxaca.

- | joined master's and bachelor's classes as a student at
the Centro Universitario Comunal

- This is part of a comparative study between the UACO,
the Universidad Campesina en Red Indigena and the
Universidad Autonoma Indigena de México.
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« Oaxaca is characterized by a
high ethnic diversity, with 16
recognized Indigenous
peoples, and 39% of the
population speaks
Indigenous languages.

‘ A o . Since 1995, Oaxaca has been
Mixteca the only state of Mexico
primarily governed by
Indigenous self-governance

GUERRERO ‘alles (Sistema de Usos y
Cen.les Costumbres).

Cafiada ETEIGETE] )

Sierra Norte

- Guelatao de Juérez is
located in the Zapotec
region of the Sierra Norte
and has 554 inhabitants and
forms part of the system of
Usos 'y Costumbres.

Sierra Sur

Source: Instituto de Organos Histéricos de Oaxaca, A.C. 2024
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Comunalidad

. A concept that emerged from the collective struggles in
defense of territory in Oaxaca in the 1970s.

GOCE — HOJAS, FRUTOS
. |t has four pi“arS: YW ) __ TRABAJO - RAMAS

1. The communal territory
ORGANIZACION - TRONCO

2. The communal organisation

3. Thecommunal work

TERRITORIO — RAIZ

4. The communal festivities ,. . Fisico

- Mitico
“Communality is the verbal predicate of the We. It names its action and not its ontology.
Incarnated verbs such as eat, speak, learn are collectively created in a specific place. It
only exists in its execution. The We is realized in the ‘spiral of experience’. We can

e . e . Lopez Mendoza (2023:13
distinguish three moments within it.” (Osorio Guerrero 2019:130) bes 2l )
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Precedents of Communal Education

- The gap between Primary and Upper Secondary
Fducation in Indigenous Education Plans in Mexico
gave birth to autonomous initiatives for Communal
Education.

- 2012: Plan for the Transformation of Education in

Oaxaca (PTEO), provides a framework for the
implementation of education with a critical
intercultural community approach.

)

Tabla. Experiencias de educacion comunitaria en Oaxaca y afio de creacion

‘ Bachillerato

Bachillerato Integral Comunitario
Ayuujk Polivalente (1996)°
Bachilleratos integrales comunitarios (2001)°
Telebachilleratos comunitarios (2013)€

Nwe-l Educacion publica Educacién privada
educativo
Inicial Nidos de lengua (2008) y diplomado en No
Educacion Inicial Comunitaria (2011-2012)*
Escuelas de la Coalicion de Maestros y
Promotores Indigenas de Oaxaca®
Preescolar Escuelas de las jefaturas mixtecas de la No
Direccion de Educacion Indigena (DEI)
(Maestros de la Nacién Nu Savi) (2009)¢
Escuelas de la Coalicion de Maestros y Promo-
L tores Indigenas de Oaxaca (CMPIO)
Primaria . . No
Escuelas de las jefaturas mixtecas de la DEI
(Maestros de la Nacién Nu Savi) (2009)
‘ Secundaria | Secundarias comunitarias indigenas (2004)° No

Preparatoria “losé Marti”
de San Francisco
Ixhuatdn (1982)¢

Bachillerato de Asuncion
Ixtaltepec (1987)"

Universidad

/
s

Escuela Normal Bilingiie
Intercultural de Oaxaca (2000)"
Unidad de Estudios Superiores

de Alotepec (2011)'
Universidad Comunal Intercultural
del Cempoaltépetl (2012)
Maestria en Educacion Comunal de la
Universidad Auténoma Benito Judrez de
Oaxaca (UABJO, 2016)*

Instituto Supagior
Intercultural Ayyuk
(2008)"

Maldonado Alvarado and Maldonado Ramirez (2018:3)
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jPOR QUE UNA EDUCACION COMUNAL DESDE Y PARA LOS PUEBLOS Y

miverSitét COMUNIDADES ES POSIBLE!

Wlen [RESPETO A LOS VALORES Y PRINCIPIOS DE NUESTRA VIDA COMUNAL
UNIVERSITARIA!
iVIVA LA UACO!

La Universidad Autonoma Comunal de Oaxaca
- Foundation: 20 April 2020 g e

rectoria@uaco.edu.mx

951128 8258
coord.academica@uaco.edu.mx
994 103 4614
coord.administrativa@uaco.edu.mx
951 261 2956
sec.gral@uaco.edu.mx

LICENCIATURAS 951117 3241

Licenciatura en Territorio y Bien Vivir Comunal
Licenciatura en Vida Comunal y Territorio

« 0 bjeCtiveS: Oaxaca. Licenciatura en Comunalidad

1
2
o 3
Lossprinc plos que (Uncamentaria 4.  Licenciatura en Gestién Comunal
educacién comunal: integralidad . . . =
U N IVE RSI [ B P Z Licenciatura en Comunalidad Agricola
T
8
)

Centros Universitarios Comunales
distribuidos en todo el estado de

o To provide education with cultural and communal sensitivity and Al 5 ol LlccheistusoarrETTEbeidn Coshund]
knOWled ge, i@f mUNICEMF (:- ::?E;S::sy er:écli:mcclis::i.za:iin,ve: Licenciatura en Derecho Indigena Comunal

e Licenciatura en Artes y Filosofia Comunal
tequio, el gobierno, el goce y en Licenciatura en Salud Integral Comunitaria

o To develop research activities and communal, humanistic and IR UEILEl 0. Licenciatura en Agroecologia Comunal
. .. . . . . e R 1. Licenciatura en Pesca y Cooperativismo
scientific projects, primarily in response to the problems of the psiiaeuoinill  12.  Licenciatura en Comunicacion Comunal
i posgrado,  especializacion y 13. Licenciatura en Gastronomia Comunal
commun Ity actualizacién,  recuperando  y 14. Licenciatura en Politica Comunal
. . . . = ! preservandf:la;. relaciones colectivas 15. L!cenc!atura en C_ultura Mus'ical Corpunitaria
o To preserve, promote and disseminate culture, indigenous languages Lo 3 i Wil 16 Licenciatura en Sistemas Alimentarios A
and communal knowledge. ” = e e
) o ) ) = 3 formacion. INGENIERIAS &
o To establish training programmes aimed at community outreach and
. . 1. Ingenieria Comunal
(0] rga n |Sat|0 n. 2, Ingenieria en Bioconstruccion Comunal
- { CUC de Santa Maria Tlahuitoltepec
i 1 1 1 4 e San Antonio Huitepec ESPECIALIDAD
« 1200 students in 16 Community University Centres. CUC Ha Vakss Cartrades 4 Oasce
B s ;;:t‘;’ﬁ‘a"ria::;f;g;'gjg 1.  Especialidad en Educacién Comunal
« From full autonomy... o GUc c san acko Ao
4 CUC de la Heroica Ciudad de Tlaxiaco POSGRADOS
CUC de San Pablo Guelatao
. M M CUC de Santa Maria Yaviche
° ...tO adm'n'strat'VQ autonomy. CUC de San Andrés Solaga 1. Maestria en Educaciéon Comunal
i E:if’.)?fm;:éﬂ‘epec 2. Maestria en Recreacién Comunal
M H . . . CUC de San Francisco Ixhuatan 3. Maestria en Comunalinguistica Mixe
- CNDH lawsuit for lack of consultation with indigenous peoples CUC de i Romero

and invalidation of the university law by the SCJN (2021).
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‘7%:"’”’ Wlen ° ° o
the Centro Universitario Comunal

de Guelatao de Juarez
« 3Bachelor's and 1 Master's degree

« Between 40-50 students

- Bi-weekly classes

Communal
Research

Communal
Organisation

Systematisation of

Communal University
Knowledge Assembly
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Knowledge exchange of CUC Guelatao with the Universidad Autonoma
Indigena Intercultural de Colombia
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What does it mean for decolonising traditional academic spaces?

- Historically, understanding academic spaces as a territory of struggle, resistance and contradictions.

- The link between university and community makes us rethink the discourse of Public Social Sciences through
the very conceptualisation university, research and teaching.

- We should regard academia as a space that enables different worldviews and their validation in the
geopolitics of knowledge, i.e. diverse imaginaries of university education, given an epistemic humility of
professionalised Social Sciences.

- The need for pluritopic hermeneutics (Santos 2005) for the decolonisation of universities: Searching for the
“ruins seeds" (Santos 2018) of university education and systematising the dialogue of knowledge.

- It shows that we need to understand decolonialisation as a political, militant and engaged practice, beyond
theoretisation and traditional academic spaces.

- S0, how can we rethink our own institutions in dialogue with the UACO?
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Many thanks for your attention!
Mail: vincent.pascal.Kretschmer@univie.ac.at
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